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Dear magicians, dear historians, dear friends,

we are proud to be able to organize the second time the European Magic History 
Conference in Vienna after 2009. Vienna was selected over the last ten years the 
most enjoyable city in the world to live in. We hope that you will find out the 
next days that it is a privilege to live here.

We hope also to present you interesting and exciting days in Hotel Stefanie, the 
oldest, still existing hotel of this city. Since 1600 – 419 years! – on this spot in 
Taborstraße 12 there was an always well-known boarding house and later a ho-
tel in the second district of the capital of Austria. It is situated close to the city 
center, at the century old trade route from Prague to Vienna. A booklet about 
its history is available at the reception in case you are interested.

In this litt le pamphlet find out in a summary about the interesting lectures and 
short bios of the speakers as well as the program.

Yours magically,

Magic Christian

Dear conference participants,

As Mayor of Vienna it is a great pleasure for me to welcome you, for the second 
time after 2009, to Vienna on occasion of the European Magic History Confer-
ence.

Vienna is one of the most liveable cities in the world and well known for its 
charm and magic. Our city is not only renowned for the famous music, the mu-
sicians and actors, who were born here, but also for its famous magicians, who 
have been presenting their illusions in many diff erent theatres over the last 
two centuries. Six streets in Vienna are named after these magicians: Ludwig 
Döbler, J. N. Hofzinser, Compars Herrmann, Anton Kratky Baschik and Ott okar 
Fischer as well as the famous Basilio Calafati, who was a magician, originally 
from Trieste, and established his famous carousel in the Prater amusement 
park here in Vienna.

I am happy to host a reception at Vienna City Hall on Saturday, 24th August 
2019 on occasion of your event and hope you will enjoy the magic of our city 
and your time here during the conference and take the spirit of Vienna back 
home with you!

Yours sincerely,

Michael Ludwig

Mayor of Vienna
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TIMETABLE

 WEDNESDAY,  21st August 2019

 Check in for early birds. Private leisure time – make your own program

 THURSDAY, 22nd August 2019

 Registration from 14.00 at the desk in the Hotel Stefanie

 Magic Box Museum, limited places, Schönbrunnerstrasse 262, 1120 Vienna

 Willi Seidl workshop, limited places, Mollardgasse 85A/ 3, 4th fl. 1060 Vienna

 Visit of the graves of J. N. Hofzinser, Compars Herrmann, Ottokar  
 Fischer in the Central Cemetery (Zentralfriedhof)

18.15 Bus transfer from Hotel Stefanie to Marchfelderhof
19.00 Welcome dinner at Marchfelderhof
22.30 Night cap at the hotel bar (Hotel Stefanie)

 FRIDAY, 23rd August 2019

08.30 Welcome and register for all at the registration desk
10.00 1st Lecture, Bernhard Schmitz: Magical Bookplates
10.30 2nd Lecture, Ian Keable: Four Magicians and Charles Dickens
11.00 COFFEE BREAK
11.30 3rd Lecture, Wittus Witt: Magic label pins
12.00 4th Lecture, Anne Goulden: Lewis Davenport’s travels in Europe
12.30 LUNCH BREAK voucher necessary! 
 All-inclusive buffet for 14,90 € exclusive beverages
14.00 5th Lecture, Max Edelbacher: Swindlers and cheaters in Vienna
14.30 6th Lecture, Hanno Rhomberg: Joseph Fröhlich – Keeping history alive
15.00 COFFEE BREAK
15.30 7th Lecture, Jan Isenbart: Magicians at War
16.00 8th Lecture, Marco Pusterla: Music-Hally-Yours – Bert Powell
16.30 9th Lecture, Flip Hallema: Off with his head – The decapitation illusion 
 from antiquity to the present
17.00 Walk through the Prater, amusement park
19.00-22.00  “12 Apostelkeller”
 nearly 1000 years under the surface of Vienna, 3 floors below the city, 
 dinner reservation made for all – on your own expenses
22.30 Night cap at the hotel bar (Hotel Stefanie)

 SATURDAY, 24th August 2019

10.00 10th Lecture James Hagy: Fair Tricks – The magicians at the Columbian 
 Exposition, Chicago 1893
10.30 11th Lecture, Steffen Taut: The Gaukler – New information 
11.00 COFFEE BREAK
11.30 12th Lecture, Ron Bertolla: Ioni – A special presentation
12.00 13th Lecture, François Bost: Robert-Houdin – Mission in Algier
12.30 LUNCH BREAK voucher necessary! 
 All-inclusive buffet for 14,90 € exclusive beverages
14.00 Ladies program, horse carriages to Theatermuseum
14.00 14th Lecture 
 Christian Theiß: A Short History of Bibliographies on Magic Books
14.25 15th Lecture 
 Reinhard Müller: A mystery Court Call in Augsburg dated 1623
14.45 16th Lecture 
 Peter Rawert: Conjuring Books and Provenance Research
15.15 COFFEE BREAK
17.00 Meeting at the City Hall – please take your invitation card with you!
17.30 Reception with the Mayor, City Hall, U2 station “Rathaus”
 17th Lecture, Gerhard Murauer and surprise presentation City Hall
 Visit of the conference hall in the City Hall
19.00 Reception at the City Hall and welcome by the Mayor 
 Magic show part, food & drinks
22.00 END
22.30 Night cap at the hotel bar (Hotel Stefanie)

 SUNDAY, 25th August 2019

09.30 Flee market – Exchange and sale of collectors’ items
10.30 COFFEE BREAK
11.00 Podium talk with surprise guests: The future of Magic Collections
12.00 Election of next meeting place, fare well time
12.30 LUNCH BREAK voucher necessary! 
 All-inclusive buffet for 14,90 € exclusive beverages
14.00 Optional bus ride with extra payment to Döbler’s grave: 2 h drive due 
 and 2 h for return to Türnitz in the mountains (in case of demand) OR: 
 excursion to the graves of Compars Herrmann, Hofzinser, Fischer, ect.
19.00 Evening in the rooms or in the garden of Magic Club for thouse who are still 
 staying in Vienna. Drinks & snacks. Limited places! Stiegeng. 9, 1060 Vienna
Have a nice trip home, see you in two years again!

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
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Th e historic “Twelve Apostles Cellar” welcomes you
to its romantic arches! 

Th ree underground fl oors which are up to 18 m in depth protect moments of his-
tory. Th e origins of the building go as far back as the Romanesque and Gothic
period with evidence from the year 1339. Th e masonry of the “Brunnenkeller” 
(well cellar) which uses stoneblocks characteristc of the period from about 1100.
Th e large gothic arch in the upper fl oor dates back to the year 1500. After its 
destruction the house was rebuilt in 1561 and was restored with early barock 
styled gothic arches in the Brunnenkeller. Th e foundation stone in the “Brun-
nenkeller” is engraved with the year 1561.
In war times, for example the Turkish sieges of 1529 and 1683 the lower fl oors 
were used as places of refuge. From this time the completely preserved Gothic 
“Brunnenstube” (dining room) in the cellar was the water source for the refugees. 
Th e preseved Barock façade was designed by Viennese Architect Lucas von 
Hildebrandt between 1716–1721 and is still one of Viennas most beautiful fa-
cades. Th e house is named after Hildebrant and is a listed building. Th e house 
is also known as “Elloisches Haus”. 
In the building on the first fl oor there is a “Volutensprengg iebel” (gable arch) 
with a statue of our Lady of Mariazell with inscrition and chronogram (1717). 
On September 8, 2007 Pope Benedict XVI visited Mariazell to celebrate a reli-
gious service (Vesper) on the occasion of the 850th anniversary of the basillica. At 
this point all sacred sites of Our Lady of Mariazell were blessed which includes 
the “Zwölf-Apostel-Keller”. 
Well-known artists, poets and painters have gathered over the years since the 
establishment of the “Twelve Apostles Cellar” in 1952 and enjoy the magic and 
romance of the past years within these ancient vaults.
www.zwoelf-apostelkeller.at/geschichte_en.html
We look forward to welcoming you at the Zwölf-Apostel-Keller!

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATIONS:

INFO FOR THE SPEAKERS
Please keep your speeches along the timeta-
ble and not longer than 25 minutes. 
Technical purposes will be supplied. 
Bring your lecture on a stick, maybe DVD in 
case possible.

ATTENTION
Please be on time for the lectures. It is not 
polite to disturb the speakers being late.

LUNCH TIME
Ticket are available for each day at the regi-
stration deck for 14,90 €. Beverages are not 
included. Standard gratuity in Vienna are 
5–10 % of the price.

SUBWAY SERVICE
Th e subway service is available also 
in the night from friday to sunday.
Th e U4 line is closed due to technical 
construction purpose from the station 
Karlsplatz to Längenfeldgasse 
– a substitution is available by the bus. 
Please follow signs in the stations.
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Johann Nepomuk Hofzinser
(1806–1875)

In the world of magic, the name Hofzinser is very well known and in nearly 
every book on the subject, his is referred to as, “The Father of Card Magic”, 
and the originator of Salon Magic which today, we call Close-Up Magic. In 
Vienna and abroad, his Salon and the performances of “The Hour of Decep-
tion” there became famous. It was a veritable “must” to visit his Salon at least 
once a year, as he changed his program often and surprised his audience with 
wonderful “Pieces of Magic” as he called them; disliking the term “tricks”.
In his day, he was portrayed by many lithographers and painters. One of 
them was Josef Matthäus Aigner, a well-known austrian painter and por-
traitist; famous for his delicate style.
In 1846, Aigner painted Hofzinser and, according to newspaper reports, the 
picture was exhibited in an art exhibition of 
1847 to great acclaim.
Hofzinser wrote to his friend Carl von  
Pospischil that he was proud that the 
portrait hung in his Salon where he 
held his exclusive soirees.
Over time, the painting was lost and 
over the last 25 years, Magic Christian,  
who wrote a well-received trilogy about 
this extraordinary magician tried un-
successfully to trace it in various 
museums and galleries.
Some weeks ago, he received 
a call from a lady who 
had inherited the 
picture, and was try-
ing to find out who 
Hofzinser was.
Magic Christian
was able to buy the 
painting, and this 
is the first time it 
has been able to be 
shown to a major 
audience. Johann Matthäus Aigner (1818–1886)
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Bernhard Schmitz was born near Cologne 1963 und started to be interested in 
magic since 1976 He is a member of the Magic Circle in Germany and of the So-
ciety of American Magicians, the International Brotherhood of Magicians and 
the Magic Circle in London.
He was a close friend of Victor Jamnitzky – stage name Asto and he takes care 
of his literally legacy since his friend’s death.
Bernhard studied at the universities in Bonn, Cologne, Wuppertal and Vienna 
evangelic and catholic theology, egyptology and psychology and he is connected 
a long time as a coordinator with the pastoral care in case of need.
He lives in Remscheid near Cologne and is most interested in the history of 
magic. His passion is collecting Ex Libris. He dedicates in cooperation with his 
late friend Jim Alfredson a special book on this theme. Beside he is supporter 
of the new foundation “Stiftung Zauberkunst” which of he is part of the foun-
dation council. He is steady contributor of the “Online-Zauberlexikon”
htt p://zauber-lexikon.de

Magical bookplates

Exlibris and other individual identification marks of very famous and also few-
er well known magicians. Th eir history of origin and use as well as their diff er-
entiation. 

Ian Keable is a professional magician based in London, specialising in comedy 
magic.  He has won Th e Magic Circle Carlton Award for Comedy. He also gives 
talks covering the topics of magic, satirical prints & cartoons and 18th century 
hoaxes. He is the author of stand-up: “A Professional Guide to Comedy Magic, 
Magic Shows: 30 Years of Programmes from Daniels to Derren” and “Charles 
Dickens Magician: Conjuring in Life, Lett ers & Literature”.
He is presently writing “Th e Century of Deception: the Birth of the Hoax in 
the Eighteenth Century”, for which he has secured a publishing deal with Saqi 
books (due for publication in October, 2020).

Four Magicians and Charles Dickens

In this talk Ian Keable, the author of Charles Dickens Magician: Conjuring in 
Life, Lett ers & Literature, looks at four magicians who have an important link 
with Charles Dickens, himself one of the very early amateur conjurers who 
pre-dated magic clubs, magic dealers and Hoff mann’s Modern Magic.  Th e first 
of those magicians is fictional, the second hardly known about at all, a third 
wouldn’t really be considered a magician and the fourth is the most famous 
magician of the 19th century.  

1st Lecture

BERHARD SCHMITZ

2nd Lecture

IAN KEABLE
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Witt us Witt  became a professional magician in 1980, shortly after completing 
his studies at the Duesseldorf Academy of Art under renowned visual artist 
Professor Joseph Beuys. A television producer who saw him invited Witt us to 
perform on that medium, which has since led to more than 200 television ap-
pearances worldwide, including his own bi-weekly interactive television magic 
segment which ran for four years. In 2000 he became the publisher and editor 
of “Magische Welt”, which is now Europe’s oldest independent magic magazine. 
Witt us Witt  owns a huge collection of magic books, magic posters, magic sets 
and other ephemera and apparatus, which has formed the basis of numerous 
public expositions of magic that he has curated. He has produced several magic 
festivals and was the founding organizer of the very first German Magic Collec-
tors conference. In 2012 Witt us Witt  opened his own art gallery in Hamburg, 
dedicated to contemporary art and magic. In 2014 he inaugurated the German 
Magic Pedia online site, which now includes more than 12,000 entries. Witt us 
Witt  is the author, designer and publisher of nearly 150 magic publications.

Magic Lapel Pins

What is a lapel pin in general? A lapel pin, also known as an enamel pin, is a 
small pin worn on clothing, often on the lapel of a jacket, but it could also be 
att ached to a bag or displayed on a piece of fabric. Lapel pins can be ornamental 
or can indicate aff iliation with an organization or cause. Before the popularity 
of lapel pins, boutonnières were worn. 
No wonder that badges and pins can also be found in the magic communi-
ty. One of the first magic pins was designed by Carl Willmann of Hamburg. 
He established the very first magic society in 1899, called: “Vereinigung zur 
Förderung der magischen Kunst und Wahrung der Interessen derselben und 
ihrer Vertreter“ (“Association for the promotion of magical art and the preser-
vation of its interests and exponents”). 
Magic pins were quite important in former times. Today, magic pins seem to be 
just a hobby with no such value.

Forty-two years ago Anne was an accountant with a degree in physics and an 
interest in history. She married John Davenport and found herself living in a 
house full of magic and magic history. 
Her interests include Lewis Davenport’s life as a performer and businessman; 
British music hall and variety; the Maskelyne family and their theatres. In mu-
sic hall and variety she likes to study the lives of individual performers, exam-
ining their experiences in the context of the entertainment business as a whole.

Lewis Davenport’ travels in Europe

In the 1920s and 1930s Lewis Davenport travelled on business to Europe, espe-
cially Germany. Janos Bartl in Hamburg was an important business partner, 
among others. One way of making new contacts was to visit trade fairs such as 
the twice-yearly Leipziger Messe. 
For a short time (1924–1931) Lewis and his wife Winifred had a successful vari-
ety act. Th ey worked in music hall in Britain, and toured in South Africa and 
South America. Th ey also had some bookings in continental Europe, appearing 
at four theatres in Belgium and Germany.
Anne focuses on their experiences in Britain and Europe, using posters, pro-
grammes and photographs from the Davenport Collection to tell the story.

3rd Lecture

WITTUS WITT

4th Lecture

ANN GOULDEN
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Mag. Maximilian Edelbacher was born 1944 in Vienna. 1963–1968 he studied at 
the University Vienna, Department of Law, Mag. Iur. 
After several jobs like: hairdresser, financial institution, criminal court he joined 
at the Federal Police in Vienna 1972–2006. Between 1995–2011 he was lecturer at 
Vienna University of Economics, Danube University. From 2000–2009 he lec-
tured at the Kent State University/USA, in Turku University/Finland. He is 
international expert for UNO, OSCE, C.of E., European Union, Off icer in Charge 
of ACUNS, Vienna Liaison Off ice. Since 2008: he lectures at Vienna University, 
Department of Sociology. He is also IPES director and representative at the 
UNO since 2011 and member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts 
since 2012. Th ree years later he started lecturing at the European Detective 
Academy. Chair of Arbitration Court of the Association of Austrian Criminal 
Investigators since 2016. Author of several books, book chapters and articles 
about criminal themes.

Swindlers and Cheaters in Vienna

Since human beings exist gambling seems to be one of the strongest passions 
of it. Gambling opens the individual soul to the un-expected the deep wish to 
reach the impossible goals which cannot be reached by our abilities, work or 
fortune. Th erefore, very often a dense link between crime and gambling can be 
developed. If the fortune is not “willing” to support our secret wishes, may be 
it can be fulfilled by criminal activities. For a long time of period police was 
confronted with the dark side of wishes ending up in criminal activities com-
bined with gambling. I try to show the outcome of these deep wishes to reach 
the extrodinary by speaking about the “Vienna Circle of Criminals” who were an 
excellent example of the combination of crime and illegal gambling.

5th Lecture

MAX EDELBACHER 

6th Lecture

HANNO RHOMBERG

Hanno Rhomberg is an amateur magician for 40 years. His main interest is the 
history of magic. He is specialized in medicine and quackery, in which he gives 
talks and demonstrations. Here he can mix his two passions – in his main pro-
fession he is a marketing director in an international pharmaceutical company. 
Hanno is editor-in-chief of the magic magazine “Aladin” since 2015, which has 
existed since 1946 and since 2018 president of the Magic Circle Austria, the um-
brella organization of Austrian magic societies.

Joseph Fröhlich – Keeping history alive

Joseph Fröhlich was one of the first magicians from Austria who is documented.
A trick player and a jester at the court of “August Th e Stronger” in Dresden/
Germany, achieved considerable prosperity and is today a well-known historical 
figure in this city. 
For a long time he was litt le known at his place of birth Altaussee in Austria. 
Even today only few magicians in Austria know about Joseph Fröhlich. Who 
was this extraordinary man? Fool, jester , businessman, benefactor or maybe all 
together? And how can this personality be presented to the public today?
He is much more than a historical figure and even more up to date then ever, 
especially at a time when populism and nationalism are becoming acceptable, a 
personality that holds the mirror to the powerful is more important than ever. 
2019 marks the 325th anniversary of Fröhlich’s birthday – this is the occasion for 
a series of public events in his homeland. Readings, events and the construction 
of the first monument of a magician on the market place Altaussee in Austria 
as well as a Magic Festival are a chance to tell the story of that successful ma-
gician. 
Magic history must break out from historians conferences to the magic frater-
nity and even further to the public. Joseph Fröhlich is a prime example of how 
successfully this is possible.
And that’s just the beginning of an ambitious route.
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Jan Isenbart (b. 1967) is a german amateur magician, collector, and author. His 
fields of interest cover books and magazines, magic postage stamps (of which 
he has a huge collection), kids magic, magic history and theory. He contributes 
occasionally to magic magazines and runs an english-german magic blog at 
www.zzzauber.com.

Magician at War

Some observations on the manifold relations between Magic and Warfare.
• Constantly at war: Th e tell-tale language of magicians.
• Comparative principles of warfare and deception.
• Deceptionists in operation: Jasper Maskelyne, John Mulholland, and Barton 
Whaley.
Magicians as wartime victims, including the “death camp magicians” Herbert 
Levin and Werner Reich.

Marco Pusterla was born in Italy and has been living in England for most of 
his adult life. A professional magician with almost 40 years career in the field of 
close-up and stage magic, Marco is well known for his interest in the history of 
magic and for being a collector of magic ephemera. Since 2014, Marco publishes 
the first digital (and print) magazine dedicated to the history of magic: Ye Olde 
Magic Mag, a quarterly appointment for collectors and historians. Marco has 
presented talks on many magic history meetings (particularly on Chefalo). 
In 2017, Marco organized the successful seventh edition of the European Magic 
History Conference, in Turin, Italy, and he co-organizes the only magic history 
conference in Italy, held annually in Livorno. 
htt p://mpmagic.co.uk, htt ps://yeoldemagicmag.com

Music-Hally Yours – Th e career of Kuang Seng through the memories of his 
assistant.

Albert (Bert) Powell is the name of a magician litt le known to historians and 
collectors, although he had a long and successful magical career around the Brit-
ish isles from the late 1890s to the mid-1950s. Born in Huntingdon in 1876, he 
began performing under his real name in 1894 and participated to the Boer War 
using magic to entertain fellow soldiers. On his return to England, he began 
a professional magic career presenting, among others, an act in Japanese cos-
tume, as Morimura. With this act he toured constantly between 1906 and 1925, 
bringing his magic to smaller theatres and cinemas in the centre of England. 
In December 1925 he met a young girl, Gertrude (Molly) Gerrard, the daughter 
of the landlady who fell in love with the travelling life of a conjurer. Molly re-
placed his aging assistant and from the mid-1920s, Bert and Molly continued a 
successful magic career as Kuang Seng. 
In the 1980s, Molly collected her memories of these years in an unpublished 
manuscript, revealing the secrets of parts of their act and the hard life of tour-
ing illusionists without managers in the British provinces between the wars.

7th Lecture

JAN ISENBART

8th Lecture

MARCO PUSTERLA
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FL!P (Flip Hallema), Rott erdam 1941. Magic as a hobby from 1950. Studied graph-
ic and industrial design. Found his famous-amongst-magicians FL!P-stick move 
when 16 years old while painting with a chinese brush at Art School.
Worked as a designer in an aircraft factory, a cutlery factory and as freelance/
consultant designer. Became known to the magic world after his successful 
participation at FISM Amsterdam 1970 with his Duplo-magic act. Switched to 
be a professional magician after a successful lecturing and performing tour in 
the U.S.A. in 1972. After that performed in many parts of the world. Published 
in several magic magazines. Currently writing a book about his original card 
magic. Past president of the NMU (Dutch Magical Union). Received a Perform-
ing Fellowship Award from the A.M.A. in Hollywood. 
Very much interested in the history of magic and lecturing to specialists and 
lay people, especially the history of magic in Holland, the Bamberg Dynasty, 
Larett e and Fred Kaps.

“Off  with his head” – Th e decapitation Illusion from Antiquity to the 
Present

Dedicated to the probably world-oldest trick-narrative.
Caput I – Th e motive for this presentation, Magic Means Power: Master over 
Life and Death
Caput II – Dedi and the Westcar Papyrus
Caput III – Decapitation by Axe, Sword, or Guillotine, Severed Heads are of All 
Times
Caput IV – Decapitation in Antique Myths, Religion and Cultural Rituals
Caput V – Decapitation in Art, Literature and Plays and Movies
Caput VI – Decapitation Illusions, Horror Trivialised
Caput VII – Severed Head Illusions
Caput VIII – Headless Bodies
Caput IX – Self-Decapitation
Caput X – Near Decapitation: Strangling

James Hagy has been interested in conjuring history for more than 55 years. 
He has writt en extensively about 19th and early 20th century performers, includ-
ing biographies of Henry Evanion, James Savren, William Henry Young, and 
Edwin Dearn. He was the editor and publisher of Perennial Mystics and its 
predecessor publications for collectors and is a Member of the Inner Magic Cir-
cle. In real life, he is Distinguished Lecturer in Residence at Loyola University 
Chicago and founder and director of Th e Rooftops Project for the international 
charitable sector.
Sage Hagy has been fascinated by the 1893 Columbian Exposition since arriv-
ing in Chicago herself in 1987. Her exposure to conjurers and magic history 
date even earlier, to her acquisition of Jim for her collection 45 years ago. Th e 
remarkable crossovers between these two subjects, along with her new puppy 
Abra, have kept her plenty occupied.

Fair Tricks – Th e magicians at the Columbian Exposition, Chicago 1893

Th e Columbian Exposition of 1893, also known as the Chicago World’s Fair, was 
designated by the U.S. Congress to mark the 400th anniversary of the European 
discovery of America. Governments, businesses, and entrepreneurs from across 
the United States and around the world converged to exhibit. Th e Exposition 
also served as a magnet for performers, established and budding, to appear on 
the Midway Plaisance and off er entertainments cast in replicas of world cities 
and cultures. Recent scholarship has confirmed the long-assumed basic pres-
ence of a young Howard Th urston and an even younger Harry Houdini, both 
then unknown but who would soon become the two most recognized magicians 
of the vaudeville era. But how extensive were conjurors’ contributions to the 
“Magic of the White City”? Fair Tricks pulls back the (non-existent) curtain of 
the Midway to reveal the remarkable range of world magicians who appeared in, 
and around, Chicago at this extraordinary moment.

9th Lecture

FLIP HALEMA

10th Lecture

JAMES and 
SAGE HAGY
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First serious interest in magic at age of 10, first paid magic show with 16 years. 
Study of chemistry. After receiving the PhD in nuclear chemistry scientific 
work in several European countries and in the USA, now at Technische Univer-
sität Dresden. 
In parallel anytime and everywhere magic performances both on stage and 
close-up. Stage act as Mentalist. Since 2003 president of Magic Circle Dresden. 
Co-founder, organizer and performer at Germany’s Castle Of Magical Arts in 
Dresden.
Since 2005 investigations of magic history. Topics: Papyrus Westcar and magic 
in Antiquity in general, cups and balls, “Th e Jugg ler” by Hieronymus Bosch, 
magic history of Dresden and the former GDR.

News About Bosch’s Jugg ler

Bosch’s Jugg ler is still enigmatic. Th e talk deals with the facts about this paint-
ing. Many of them were discovered in research projects of the last years: dating, 
originality, underdrawings. One focus will be the figures, mainly the jugg ler and 
the thief. Th is is seen in the political and economic context of Brabant at the 
end of the 15th century. Other Bosch paintings and medieval pictures of jugg lers 
are used for comparison and interpretation.

Ron Bertolla was born in 1975 in Lengnau, Switzerland into a magic family. His 
father Marco alias “Sveroni” (former Swiss champion) had learned him from ear-
ly on the magic art. Th e first years he was interested in card magic but later he 
changed and adapted his style to general magic. In 1993 he had his first appear-
ance in front of a larger audience. In 1994 he passed successfully the exam for 
the Swiss magic organization of the “Magic Ring of Switzerland” (MRS). Until 
today he is performing diff erent shows alone on Birthday or Wedding parties 
or together with his father in an own show called the “Magic Night”. In 2017, he 
participated at the competition on the Magic Congress “Baden Magisch” with 
his unique “wonder fl uid plus” number and achieved the seventh rank.
He is working full-time as a professional in the procurement department of 
army material with a team of more than 22 people. He is married since 2011 and 
has 2 children which might follow sometimes in his magic footsteps.

Lecture “Ioni – From Google to the eighth wonder of the world”

Th e presentation is about the story of Alain Cabooter, a talented french artist 
who worked in a circus as a jugg ler called “Alain Diagora”. He already knew 
Antonio Diavolo from various records but was of the opinion that the character 
would have to act more as a “gymnast”. Due to his experience in the circus, he 
wanted to build a doll or a robot that could perfectly represent various gymnas-
tic exercises. From 1965 he started to construct a figure during his free time for 
about five years, which could balance on a pole around its own axis. He called 
her “Ioni”. Th e doll first was sitt ing on the pole and Alain went to the right 
behind a curtain to finally set Ioni in motion and show impossible tricks. Th e 
movements were incredibly realistic and the doll could even lift both hands and 
legs in the air. At the end, Alain came out from behind the curtain and Ioni fell 
from the pole into his arms. Ioni has had incredible success around the world. In 
the artist circles, Ioni was the “eighth wonder of the world.” Alain toured with 
Doug Henning, with Frank Sinatra and Lisa Minelli on stage, and celebrated 
great success all over the world.

11th Lecture

STEFFEN TAUT

12th Lecture

RON BERTOLLA
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François Bost (France), born in 1963, is Professor of Economic Geography and 
Geopolitics at the University of Reims. He has been passionate about the art of 
illusionism since 1973. Since 2018, he has been President of the Magic, History 
and Collections Association. He specialized in the history of magic in the 18th 
and 19th centuries.

New revelations on Robert Houdin’s special mission in Algeria

Based on unpublished archival documents collected over the past fifteen years, 
this lecture, conducted in the manner of a real investigation, will revisit in 
depth everything that has already been writt en about Robert Houdin’s extraor-
dinary journey to Algeria in 1856, revealing the respective parts of reality and 
fiction. Carried out at the request of Emperor Napoleon III, this off icial mis-
sion, which played a very important role in the artist’s posterity, is undoubtedly 
one of the very first „psychological warfare“ actions ever att empted in military 
history, which is enough to make it part of great history. Th is trip continues to 
ask many exciting questions, but many of them have now found their answers...

Christian Th eiß (*1973) has studied law in Passau (Germany) and Angers (France). 
He has been working as a state att orney in Passau and Hof and is currently 
working as a judge at the Landgericht Hof. Interest in magic started in ear-
ly childhood. In 2003 he started collecting primarily magic books, posters and 
prints and is an occasional contributor to the magazine “Magische Welt”.

A Short History of Bibliographies on Magic Books 

Th e short lecture points out the development of bibliographies of magic books 
which were given distinction mostly by European authors. Beside some consid-
eration about making sense and about the relevance of such bibliographies the 
speech should point out also the aim of such future works in this field. Mr. Th e-
iss will give also a interesting view behind the scene about practical problems 
working on bibliographies.

13th Lecture

FRANÇOIS BOST

14th Lecture

CHRISTIAN THEISS



26 27

Reinhard Müller is a retired grammar-school teacher of mathematics and physics.
He lives in Passau, Germany and Salzburg, Austria. He wrote “Reinhard Müller 
Magie-International” for thirty years in Magie, the off icial magazine of the 
MZvD (the German Magic Circle), and a forty-two part series in the periodical 
of Escorial. In 1982, he was named “Writer of the Year” by the MZvD. He is a 
founding member of the German “Card Work Shop” and has received multiple 
awards in MZvD close-up and card competitions. In recent years he has been 
intensively researching the history of card eff ects and techniques.

Th e mystery Court Call dated 1623

A mystery Court Call in Augsburg dated 1623. Unexpectedly, prepared playing 
cards (fake cards) from the year 1623 appear, which will change the historical 
data regarding „fake cards“ and „card eff ects“.

Peter Rawert (60) is a praticing lawyer. He lives in Hamburg. He discovered his 
passion for magic fairly late. Meanwhile, however, he has been collecting conjur-
ing books with enthusiasm for about twenty years and has a vivid interest in 
the history of magic. His lecture is dedicated to researching the provenance of 
books on the magical arts.

Conjuring Books and Provenance Research

Many collectors get angry when their books show signs of use. In fact, however, 
these often allow interesting conclusions to be drawn about the past life of their 
treasures. Provenance research is devoted to this past life. It tries to explore the 
history of individual volumes. Consideralbe knowledge can be gained thereby. 
Th at goes for conjuring books too. Peter Rawert explains this with an example.

15th Lecture

REINHARD MÜLLER

16th Lecture

PETER RAWERT
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Gerhard Murauer, historian in the Vienna Library in the City Hall has a pro-
found knowledge of the history of the City Hall. He was involved in leading po-
sition for the exhibition about the historical concept of the Wiener Ringstraße 
and he will lecture about the erection and history of the Vienna City Hall. 
Further on he will talk about the valuable treasures which are hidden in the 
Vienna Library functions as the central storehouse and “brain” of the City. 
It owns a lot of legacies of famous citizens like Adolf Loos, Franz Schubert, 
Johann Strauss, Karl Kraus, and many more.

Th e history of the Vienna City Hall

Th e City Hall is one of the most splendid amongst the numerous monumental 
buildings along Vienna. Designed by Friedrich Schmidt (1825–1891), it was erected
between 1872 and 1883. Th e architecture of the Ringstraße is dominated by his-
toricism. In historicism various stylistic elements of the past were combined 
into a style in its own right. Friedrich Schmidt however orientated himself just 
on one particular epoch. Th e City Hall was built in gothical style, with a tower 
similar to gothic cathedrals. Th e gothic era saw the growth of the cities and the 
emergence of an urban burgeoisie.
Today the City Hall is the head off ice of Vienna’s municipal administration. 
More than 2000 people work in the building. Visitors are stunned by the mag-
nificent appointments of the state rooms, which frequently provide an atmos-
pheric backdrop to various events such as press conferences, concerts or balls.

17th Lecture

GERHARD MURAUER
(lecture in the Vienna City Hall)

Austria’s best known magician and entertainer, three times world champion in 
the category manipulation at FISM convention in 1973, 1976 and 1979, winner 
of the close-up invention prize 1979 as well was rewarded with many other first 
prizes at magic conventions. He studied industrial design at the Vienna Uni-
versity of Applied Arts and worked as a designer until 1979 full time and part 
time as magician. After winning the championship the third time he turned to 
be a professional magician. 
He specialized on marketing promotion with magic, created his own satire po-
litical magic cabaret shows, held more than 300 lectures on magic worldwide, 
and lectured in TV about phenomenon, psychology, body language, PSI eff ects, 
Uri Geller and Philippine Operations. He appeared many times worldwide with 
his magic in TV and took part as an actor in films and theatre plays several 
times. 
He writes article for magic magazines, books on magic, produced several magic 
sets for the well known Piatnik card company, edited the austrian magic mag-
azine “Aladin” for eleven years and researches since many years about father 
of modern card magic Johann. Nep. Hofzinser. His trilogy in four big volumes 
about this performer revolutionized the knowledge about this famous man. 
In 2000 he was named professor by the Austrian Federal President and was 
awarded by the Austrian State with the “Golden Rathausmann”, the golden 
medal of the Federal Republic of Austria, the “Performing Fellowship” by the 
Academy Of Magical Art in Hollywood and the prestigious Hofzinser-Ring. 
Magic Christian was named “Magic Author of the Year” by the Magic Circle 
Of Germany in 2014. 2015 he was rewarded with the FISM Special Award for 
History & Research of Magic.

Organizator of the 8th

European Magic History Conference

MAGIC CHRISTIAN



Sonderheft, September 2019

F A C H Z E I T S C H R I F T  D E S  M A G I S C H E N  R I N G  A U S T R I A

JOSEPH FRÖHLICH 
 – mehr als ein Hofnarr

Der Joseph-Fröhlich-Preis

Magisches Bad Aussee

Zauberkunst in Österreich

Entspannt bleiben!
Das ist Ihr HDI Recht§vorteil.
www.hdi.at/rechtsschutz

SEELENRUHIG

htt ps://www.aladin.blog
htt p://www.mra.at




